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English 1000: Fundamental English 
Course Policy Statement and Syllabus, Fall 2001 
Instructor: Ms. Walker 
Office: Coleman 2110 
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 11:00-12:00, or by appointment 
!000-00d-
Required Texts and Supplies-------------------
~ Choices, 2nd edition. (Mangelsdorf & Posey, 2000.) 
[Please do not remove any pages from Choices. Textbook will be checked by instructor at the 
end of the semester] 
~ The Simon & Schuster Short Prose Reader, 2nd edition. (Funk, et al., 2000.) 
~ The Blair Handbook, 3rd edition. (Fulwiler & Hayakawa, 2000.) 
~ 8 112" x 11" spiral-bound notebook for use as a journal in this class. I recommend one with 
pockets for keeping the course syllabus, assignments, completed essays, etc. 
CourseGoals-----------------------------
The goal of this course is to help you improve your writing through instruction and practice in the 
following areas: 
~ Developing and organizing ideas 
~ Using words, sentences, and paragraphs effectively 
~ Acquiring and perfecting skills for revising and editing your writing 
Improving your writing skills will prepare you for the college composition courses required of all 
EIU students and for the academic writing you will do in other courses as well. 
Gradinu--------------------------------
Because English 1000 is a Credit/No Credit course (rather than one in which you receive an A, B, 
C, etc.), it does not affect your overall GPA and does not count toward meeting graduation 
requirements. In order to pass the course, you must earn my recommendation and submit a writing 
portfolio that earns a pass for the course (see the attached "English 1000 Portfolio Policy"). My 
recommendation will be based primarily on satisfactory and on-time completion of all reading and 
writing assignments and exercises, satisfactory class participation, and attendance. Successful 
completion of Eng 1000 is required before you can register for English 1001. 
Course requirements-------------------------
Passing this course will be determined largely by your efforts in the class, and the most important 
points to keep in mind are the following: 
Attendance: Attending class is crucial. Students who accumulate more than four unexcused 
absences during the semester should not expect to pass English 1000. Excused absences are those 
involving documented illness, death in the family, and officially approved university activities. 
(When an absence is excused, students may be permitted to make up assignments at the 
convenience of the instructor.) 
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Participation: Class participation is important. This means contributing to class discussions and 
activities and completing the reading and writing assignments on time. 
Assignments: Succeeding in this class will involve completing a number of assignments rather than 
taking tests. ALL assignments are important, and will include the following: 
~ Keeping a writing journal, which will include both in-class writing/exercises and out-of-class 
homework. Some of your journal entries will be in response to assigned readings. I may require 
you to keep a spelling section in your journal. 
~ Four out-of-class essays, each of which includes pre-writing activities and a series of rough 
drafts. You will complete two of these essays by mid-term and the other two during the second 
half of the semester. More information about these essays is contained in the attached "English 
1000 Portfolio Policy." 
~ Other various in-class or out-of-class assignments. 
Miscellaneous: You are res.ponsible for saving all written assignments and essays. You will be 
using this material for assembling portfolios of your work to submit for mid-term and for final 
evaluation. All out-of-class essays should be typed. I may assign additional exercises based on your 
specific needs. If you complete the assignments in the planned sequence, you will be much more 
likely to succeed in this course. 
Conferences and Tutoring~--------------------~ 
I encourage you to see me for conferences outside of class any time you have questions or concerns. 
I also encourage you to go to the Writing Center to receive individual assistance with essay 
assignments. If needed, I may require conferences and Writing Center tutoring. 
Writing Center location: Coleman 3110 
Writing Center phone: 581-5929 
Writing Center hours: M-Th: 9:00am-3:00pm, 6:00pm-9:00pm 
F: 9:00am-1:00pm 
Information for Students with Disabilities--------------
lf you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact 
the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Class Schedule-------------------------~ 
In order to accommodate the needs of the class, the following schedule is subject to change. All 
assignments-readings, essays, revisions, exercises, and so on-are course requirements and must be 
completed fully and on time. Remember. you should save all written assignments and essays because 
you will use this material to assemble two portfolios of your writing. 
Week 1(Aug20-24) 
Monday In Class Introduction to course, diagnostic essay 
Wednesday In Class Student introductions, diagnostic essay 
Friday In Class Bring Choices. Discuss syllabus/portfolio, Keeping a writing journal, 
Journal Entry #1 (memorable events, Choices 106). 
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Week 2 (Aug 27-31) 
Monday Before CJass Journal Entry #2: Writing about a memorable event 
In Class Introduction ofEssay #1. Discussion of purpose and audience (Choices 
5-15) 
Wednesday Before Class Read ''No Rainbows, No Roses" in Choices 102-103. Journal Entry #3: 
Activity 6inChoices104-105. Select topic for Essay #1. 
In Class Bring Choices. Discussion of reading. Brainstorming/outlining Essay 
#1 topics (Choices 29-34). Discuss thesis statements (Choices 34-36). 
Friday Before Class Write a potential thesis for Essay #1 
In Class Bring thesis statement and Choices. Discussion of narrative writing, 
student thesis statements, writing process (Choices 11, 29-38), and 
drafting in particular( Choices 34). 
Week 3 (Sept. 3-7) 
Monday Labor Day holiday, no class 
Wednesday Before CJass Write rough draft ofEssay #1 
In Class Bring rough draft, Choices. Discuss titles, detail, description, dialogue, 
revising (Choices 42-49). Start revising activities. 
Friday Before CJass Revise/rewrite Essay #1 rough draft in clearly legible handwriting 
(or type it). 
In Class Bring rough draft. Sample peer review. Peer reviews. Instructions for 
typing essays. 
Week 4 (Sept.10-14) 
Monday Before Class Revise, then type final draft of Essay #1 
In Class Bring Essay # 1 final draft. Turn in essays. Introduction to Essay #2. 
Journal Entry #5 (significant people in your life). Discuss Introductory · 
paragraphs (Choices 77-79) Instructions for Journal Entry #6. 
Wednesday Before Class Read "Working ... " in Short Prose Reader 268-270 (through 
paragraph 25). Journal Entry #6. 
In Class Bring Choices and Short Prose Reader. Discuss reading and journal 
entries. Activity 4 in Choices 99. 
Friday Before CJass Journal entry #7: Audience Analysis (Choices 95-96). Decide on 
topic for Essay #2. 
In Class Bring Choices. Return Essay #1 and address revision. Schedule 
conferences. Discuss audience analysis (Choices 95-96). Discuss topic 
sentences (Choices 55-56). 
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